47
In October, when the other brother was having
his banns called, Gerbrand decided that he would
be justified in taking on an assistant. c Look,' he
said to Diderik, c I have taken your advice, because
injustice to you it is impossible to do otherwise now.
And here in this book you can see what your share
was in the business and in the money that was left
to us, what we lost at the time of the bankruptcy,
and what has been done with the profits since then.
You have a right to your portion, and if I have to
give it to you now, I shall have to sell the house.
You know what all the money that can be saved is
being used for. Judge for yourself what you ought
to do.'
Diderik, who had previously decided that he
wouldn't be able in future to contribute to the debts,
answered : c You are right, as men of honour we
have a duty, a duty, too, to Agnete and her child,
and until that is fulfilled we cannot rest. On
Saturdays I will give you as much as I can afford,
it won't be much, for the business doesn't belong
to me, but to my parents-in-law. And of course
you'll put down what I give you as my share of the
payments*3
So at last his convictions were justified, and he
knew that his stepbrothers and stepsister were people
who would fulfil the promise they had given, even
though it should bind them for a lifetime.
Diderik left the house, and the assistant was given